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J. B. Priestley has handled this theme in his play / Have 
Been Here Before, and his treatment of it well deserves con- 


sideration. Of the future life we have no knowledge; that is 
‘a region in which we move by faith and hope. We can onl 


individual reward and punishment. 
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ten to give us a sense of responsibility, and there is mercy in 
God that enables us to trust “that he won't allow a few 
decisions that we make in our ignorance, haste and bewilder- 
ment to settle our fate for ever.” 


GOODNESS AND 
THE MODERN ENVIRONMENT 
By E. B. Storr 
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ERHAPS it is in the region of sex that the greatest unsettle- 
ment has come. There has always been sexual laxity, but the 


code in our circle used to be definite and we knew what was 


not permissible. Sexual intercourse outside marriage was im- 
moral; marriage sanctified it to almost any extent. Woman 
was regarded in this respect as man’s servant, and was often 
the unhappy victim of his ungoverned passion. Though divorce 
was not absolutely ruled out # was frowned on. Various 
causes have compelled the re-examination of the whole ques- 
tion of the relation of the sexes. We are not so sure as our 
fathers were what sexual purity really is. There is no agree- 


general advice for our young people ; we have no accepted 
formulas for the settlement of their problems. 


A clear dividing-line cannot be drawn between personal 
and social. Ethics is essentially social ; nine-tenths of conduct 
is concerned with relations to other people. Justice, honesty. 
kindness are social virtues. Bui they were practised for the 
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stuation. The awakening is by no means complete as yet. 
Not all the applications of loving one’s neighbour as oneseli 
have been recognized ; not all its implications have been ex- 
plored. But the awakening begun and it has enlarged 
our “ Nothing ; 
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we must follow the path of our own conviction while being 
tolerant to those who see otherwise. 


There are other grave probiems, such as the treatment of 
the backward races. Take the situation in South Africa. Can 
we feel easy about the way in which the black man is being 
treated there? And if it grates on our sense of right have we 
it, or is there anything we can do about 


1 am not suggesting that we ought all to be experts in 
large-scale politics. I o 


munal duties ; and that makes his task more difficult. 


let us remember that it is still true that “ My grace is sufficient 
for thee.” 


organization of United States and Canadian Churches, which 
was founded in 1880. Its membership is now 20,000, and the 
organization devotes itself to the service of the churches and 
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It is indeed hard in this age to reach full moral stature. i 
PHI Young people must learn to think for themselves, and not bo 
nn! content with a merely traditional and conventional goodness. r 
And their ideal must cover the whole area of human society. ee 
It must be based on love, as it always has been, but on love i 
with a bigger content. Who is sufficient for these things ? Only . oe 
God. But He gives insight and courage and strength to those a 
who seek it. If it is difficult to be 
ment about divorce or the re-marriage of one who has passed MMENT + 
through the divorce court either as offender or victim. In the CO | 
freer and healthier sexual atmosphere of to-day we have only American Anniversaries ¢ 
The atest issue of The Christian Register to hand contain 
sal a record of two important denominational anniversaries. The . 3 
1955 May Meetings at Boston were marked by the celebration 
a definite path ; it is now more like crossing a moor guided of the 75th Anniversary of the General Alliance. the women’s : 
only by a general sense of direction. ; 
* community in g . AS one puts it: “ A mid-19th i 
__ The second difficulty springs from the broadening of the re 
idea of goodness. Ij has become less purely individualistic ana 1920. The : 
more communal. men of the parish, to rolling bandages during the Civil War, . 
to sponsoring the first local visiting nurse, to conducting -*9 
forums on the United Nations. A history of activities of the ~ - 
women’s groups of Unitarian Churches reflects the social -- 
history of the last century in the United States.” A contri- : = 
iw _Was buted sub-editorial article seems to show that American 
| was little conception of the wider effect of Alliance women are much more feminist than the members .- a 
responsibility arising therefrom. So long as z of our Women’s League. Tradition, it seems, still expects is 
man was free from vices no more was demanded oi women to engage in “ menial tasks” in b 
they might better be occupied “on the i . 
one trusts, so it is said, that these tasks are ‘- 
shared. In the higher posts in the churches 2 
leadership women have not yet been accorded thei Re 
The role of Martha is evidently out of date. L. 
The extraordinary gifts of organization te 
associations is shown in an account of a tour E 
Alliance car of the Unitarian Special . 
travelled from New York to Montreal, V B 
“ church ™ stops en route. writer said 
is now recognized to be the spirit of our Christian faith. Being some one said to the Negro porter, a | 
EE *s not simply living a blameless life so far as personal © ~ Unitarian Special. What docs that | 
actions are concerned, though it still includes that ; it is finding replied : “I don't know exactly, but it’s some | 
our place and fulfilling our duty in the great human family otf and it must be a pretty good religion, _ 
which we are members. quarrel May the Alliance continue to serve the community 
* and be a credit to the religion they profess. 
That wider view of goodness confronts us with many Ans American Unitarian Centenary 
We have to ask ourselves, “ how can I best forward the Another notable American anniversary is the resent 100th 
forces that make for national understanding and goodwill ? anniversary of the Beacon Press of Boston. the American 
How .n | help to defeat the forces that divide nations and lead counterpart of our Lindsey Press. During recent years this 
‘o war?” These are difficult questions. We may feel a sense press has extended its functions far beyond purely denomina- 
of beiplessness in face of the enormity of the problem, but that onal publications and has. no doubt realizing that im reality 
dees not absolve us from doing the microscopical bit of service truth is one and indivisible, taken to publishing books of a 
that is open to us. We may not all sce cye to cye im regard more controversial nature. In reply to groups of indignant | 
to the line to be taken, and that fact adds to the difficulty ; but Unitarian laymen, the Beacon Press has taken up the position | 
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YOUTH SUPPLEMENT 


BY THE UNITARIAN YOUNG PEOPLE’S LEAGUE | 


THE 
2ist ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE UNITARIAN 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S LEAGUE 


Great Hucklow, May 21 and 22 
Reported by Geoffrey Waywell 
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The main international activity had been two LR.F. Con- 
ferences. One U.Y.P.L. representative was sent to the 
American Conference, and ten attended the subsidiary Con- 
ference in Switzerland. 


Plea for Recognition of Responsibility 

The General Secretary ended his report by saying that dur- 
ing his visits he had met a lot of young people working hard 
in their churches, Sunday schools and youth groups which was 
an encouraging sign, but there was a need for all members to 
recognize more fully their responsibility to the Branch, Region 


_and League to which they belonged. The National Committee 
commended 


these thoughts to all League members. 


Women’s League and Men’s League were welcomed to the 21st 
Annual General Meeting by the President, Miss Alice Crombic. 


Money Matters 


Following the various reports, the question of cancelling 
the year’s deficit was broached and plans made for safeguard- 
ing future finance. Towards the present deficit a collection was 
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| | THE 1955 ANNUAL MEETING 
THE 1954-55 ANNUAL REPORT 
| The Annual Report of the National Committee of the = 
. Waywell, on May 21. 
; i of te decreased during the year by themselves to contri a certain sum over a certain period, 
| against 1,116 in the previous year. This drop was caused by oer 
a joss of 126, Junior Members (aged under 15) and 14 Forces 
| Members, which offset a gain of 43 to the ranks of the Full A resolution supporting the Essex Hall Rebuilding Fund 
4 Members (both age groups inclusive, 15-21 and 22-30), and 20 was passed and all members were urged to support the appeal. 
> to the Associated Members (aged over 30). Six new branches, It was agreed that 5O per cent of the money received from the 
Blackley (Manchester), Bolton (Halliwell Road), Croydon, id. per week fund should be subscribed to the appeal. 
a Horwich, Richmond and Stockton-on-Tees, and the loss of Regional Re-organization and Kinver Camp 
Coventry, Mexborough and Urmston (Manchester), brought Norti 
tho dente of The Youre spectively. 
| —_ a that the site be returned to the trustees, but after much dis 
. National Internation?! Activity cussion it was decided to review the position at the 1956 Ann 
Mics Ali Meeting. Meanwhile all necessary repairs were to be carried 
: the Youth Leadership Courses and the 21s: Birthday Celebra- Elections 
. tions in London during the year- Barbara Johnson (Swinton) succeeds Alice Crombie 
| The Rev. Dudley Richards, Secretary of the RE'YD. has (Hyde) as National President. Geoffrey Waywell (Stand) re- 
. continued to give encouragement and help to the League which _—tains the office of General Secretary, and Roy Buckle (Dukin- 
co-operated with the R-E'Y_D. in organizing three very success- field) the office of National Treasurer. Sylvia Tempest (Brad- 

Great Huckio=. Eighty young people from many parts Following the resignation of Raymond Hodkimson from 
| country came together for these Courses, which were a great the position of Youth Supplement Editor, the Rev. Geoffrey 
stimulant to all who aticaded. By 2 similar joint cffort.2 pro- Petts, Minister at Ashton-under-Lyne and Mottram, was 
ject call Exercise Un ~ was organized appointed io the office. Mr. Petts has been a League member 
: Workshop Project ai Broadway A for many years and has sat on the National Commitice and 

Assembly Youth Sunday was again very acted as a former Distribution Secretary of the The Yours 

lections were still being received by Unitarian. The League places on record its sincere thanks to 

work. Raymond Hodkimson for his past work and endeavour @ 
editing the Supplemen: from its mception, February. 1953. 
ber were 2 greal success, 

Festival a: Gorton, Manchester, im March Secial and Service 

The Young Unitarian has continued to prove successful. Davies (York), during which reurimg 
Alice Crombie, gave 2 thoughtful and 

might have material to offer. Mr. Hodkinson con- ways, after what had been 2 most 

as Editor of the Youth im The inquirer week-end m the happy fellowship 

| which was iecrcasingly cking the UY PL. with the 
ment af large Staff of the for their kindacss and 
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The Religion of a Unitarian 
by A. Phillip Hewett 
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the Rev. Dudley Richards. 
5.45 (approx.) L.D.P.A. COUNCIL. 
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by Bruce Findlow 
eye-witness account of the work of 
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among the villages of the Khasi Hills, Assam, 
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SUMMER QUARTERLY 
HIGHGATE 
3.00 Service conducted by the Rev. Dudley 
| Richards. = 
N 
: in 445 “ Youth Leadership in our Churches.” we 
a Miss Eileen Kielty; Mr. Neville Kenyon; 
| CHURCH FURNISHINGS & STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
———AS MEMORIAL GIFTS———— 
+: 
VI PN 
| 
Western Union Ministers’ Conference 
; Ditchling : The Old Mecting House, Di pastors of the Western Union mci = 
Adrian Boult. Sir Adrian, talk sted by the Rev. Barbara 
of the. and gave eat ‘of deep eathusinsm. 
beimg spent in repaimting the outer 
Women's League District of 
the minster im our 
pm Sance al ine of 
co Croft, lighting hes born 
The Chapel was bright with summer 
hearty — all the 24 words, word. 
| led of the Hymas and also Mrs. i 
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